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OFFICERS
Chair: Susan Kovas
Vice Chair: Suzette Catoe
Secretary: Mike Simpson
Treasurer: W.C. Hammett
Executive Director: Elaine Mathis
Admin. Assistant: Linda Gifford

OUR HOMES
Aldersgate Columbia
Builders Care Home (CBCH)
Columbia
Administrator: Rosemary Ray-Hill
Aldersgate at The Oaks
Orangeburg
Administrator: LaVeda Jenkins
Aldersgate Florence
“Rick’s House”
Florence
Residential Manager: Victoria Maple

Our ministry continues to grow in new and different
ways, yet always with the idea of bringing
improvements to the lives of our residents with
special needs and the families in our churches who
seek help and support for family members with
special needs. The residents of our three homes are
rejoicing now that they can have visitors and can
begin to resume their normal activities. Plans are
being made to build screened porches on the
Columbia Home and the Orangeburg Home. These
airy living spaces were sorely needed during the
Susan Kovas
pandemic and will be a great addition to these two
homes. Rick’s House already has a screened porch.
Aldersgate has plans to begin an adult respite program in the Columbia
area. This is a pilot program which hopefully can be replicated across the
state once it is perfected. Respite programs are so helpful to parents and
guardians and the loved ones in their care. Our Respite Workgroup has
worked tirelessly to bring this program to fruition, and I expect it to be a
ministry which will serve the families in S.C. for many years to come.
We have also added more districts to our Grassroots Coalition. The districts
of Rock Hill, Columbia and Orangeburg are being added to work that has
already begun in the Anderson and Charleston Districts. Each district is
being asked to recruit a coordinator who will work with churches to recruit
a representative in each church.
(continued on page 3)

INSIDE
Chairwoman’s Letter

1

Aldersgate Sunday

1

JT’s Story

2

Honorary Board Members

2

Midlands Gives

3

Service Project

3

Summer Intern

3

Board Transitions

4

Staff Spotlight

4

Aldersgate Special Needs Ministry Sunday is August 8, 2021
August 8, 2021, is designated as Aldersgate Special Needs Ministry Sunday
by the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church. Please
consider a special offering on this day or choose another Sunday that works
for your church. Aldersgate does not receive funds from apportionments.
We have developed multiple options to allow congregations to support
Aldersgate in a safe manner. Your help makes it possible for us to care for
adults with developmental disabilities in Christian homes, as well as plan
for the future. Thanks for your support.
To learn how you can participate or to order printed bulletin inserts
and offering envelopes, contact our office at asnm-sc@att.net.
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JT’s Story
Program Spotlight
We look forward to
expanding our
ministry by opening
a drop-in style
respite program in
Irmo for adults with
developmental
disabilities.
The program will
provide caregivers
a temporary break.
According to an
assessment, this is
a much-needed
service. We look
forward to filling this
service gap.

JT lived with his mother and brother. When their mother
passed away, his sister became the guardian of JT and their
young brother while caring for her own child. She is 10 years
younger than JT. While juggling caregiving duties, work and
nursing school, sometimes his sister had to leave JT at
home by himself. “It was a very stressful time,” she said. “I
didn’t want JT staying by himself because of the safety risk
and not being able to socialize with others.”
She learned about Aldersgate at the Oaks through a family
friend. JT moved into the Orangeburg home in 2020. He is
thriving from receiving the attention and care he needs. “The staff are loving
and kind,” she said. “Aldersgate has been great for JT, me and our family.” JT
said he enjoys living at Aldersgate and hanging out with his housemates.

Board names honorary trustees
Aldersgate’s Board of Trustees named Rev. Milton and Betty Moss McGuirt as
honorary board members. They are the ministry’s first honorees.

Donating has never
been easier!
Visit our website to
make a one-time or
recurring donation.
aldersgatespecialneedsministry.org

“My people will live in
peaceful dwelling
places, in secure
homes, in
undisturbed
places of rest.”
– Isaiah 32:18

“The McGuirts have been involved in the
ministry since its beginning and have
contributed their time and talent
throughout the years,” said Board
Chairperson Susan Kovas of Bethel UMC
in Chester. “Rev. McGuirt and Betty Moss
have supported all aspects of the ministry,
including holding officer roles, leading
projects and helping the ministry expand.”
The McGuirts have had many memorable experiences during their involvement
with ASNM. “One of the most memorable moments was when I received a
phone call from Mrs. Kathleen Baskin,” said Mrs. McGuirt. “I was at Annual
Conference and the bishop had just shared a message about dreaming big. I
was sitting at the Aldersgate table when Mrs. Baskin called about building a
home in Florence. That call led to making a dream come true for Mrs. Baskin
and for the ministry.” Rev. McGuirt added, “It was wonderful to see Rick’s
House through from beginning to full occupancy.”
The McGuirts were surprised with the news of the Board of Trustees naming
them honorary board members. They said it was a pleasant surprise and that
they look forward to continuing to serve the ministry.
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(Chairwoman’s Letter continued)
The church representative will be a liaison for sharing updates, news and engagement opportunities about
Aldersgate Special Needs Ministry to their congregations. In turn, families may reach out to their
representative as a special needs resource in their church.
While still in the beginning stages, Aldersgate is working to develop a special needs camping program for our
residents and others across the state. More information about this will be coming soon.
All of this, while we continue to provide loving and nurturing homes for 16 residents with special needs.
Seeking the opportunity to provide more homes still looms large before us as we dream of serving many
more. As always, we covet your prayers, your willingness to help us, and your donations. Our ministry is
blessed by so many faithful servants who help us fulfill our call from Isaiah 32:18, “My people will live in
peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.”
Peace and Grace,
Susan H. Kovas, Chair

Midlands Gives was a success
Midlands Gives 2021, an online giving
campaign managed by the Central Carolina
Community Foundation, was held on May 4.
Aldersgate was blessed to receive more than
$7,395 contributed by 49 donors. The
proceeds went to the care of our Columbia
Builders Care Home residents.
Thanks to all of our supporters!

Residents give back

During a three-week period, the residents of
the Columbia home joyfully prepared 150
bagged meals for the homeless shelters in
their area. A special thank you to staff
members Gloria and Rachel for organizing the
project, and to all of the staff for their financial
support in purchasing the needed supplies.

Aldersgate welcomes a summer intern
Mary Elizabeth “Mimi” Sizemore is serving as
Aldersgate’s summer intern. Mimi is a rising senior
at the University of South Carolina as a public
relations major with a 3.9 GPA.
“We are excited to have Mimi with us this summer,”
said executive director Elaine Mathis. “She has the
important responsibility of conducting historical
research for use in an upcoming publication.”
Mimi’s hobbies include tennis, cooking and
reading. She’s a member of Trinity on the Hill
United Methodist
Church in Augusta,
Ga.
“I am very excited to
be working this
summer with
Aldersgate,” said
Mimi. “I have the
unique opportunity to
document the history
for an upcoming
publication to
celebrate the organization’s 20-year anniversary. I
am looking forward to learning more about
Aldersgate's history.”
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Board Transitions
Aldersgate Special
Needs Ministry
provides Christian
homes with the
highest quality of life
and greatest level of
independence for
adults with
special needs.

As we concluded our fiscal year in June,
Aldersgate recognized outgoing trustees for
their valuable service:
 Dick Thompson of Lexington
 Sam Waldrep of Columbia






2021—22 Officers
Chairwoman Susan Kovas of Chester
Vice Chairwoman Suzette Catoe of Florence
Secretary Mike Simpson of Irmo
Treasurer W.C. Hammett of Chapin

2nd Term Trustees
 Susan Kovas of Chester
 W.C. Hammett of Chapin
New trustees
 Rev. Doug Chambers of Fort Mill
 Laura Cooper-Davis of Orangeburg
 Yvette Hering (returning) of Columbia

Do you shop on Amazon?
DID YOU KNOW Amazon will
donate a portion of your
purchase to Aldersgate
Special Needs Ministry?
Simply:
1) Go to Smile.Amazon.com
and sign into your regular
Amazon account.
2) Click on Supporting and
select Aldersgate Special
Needs Ministry.
3) Start shopping!

Visit our website:
aldersgatespecialneedsministry.org

Honorary Trustees
 Rev. Milton and Betty Moss McGuirt of
Pawley’s Island

Staff Spotlight
Residential Manager Victoria Maple joined Rick’s House in 2016. She earned
her B.S. in computer science and her master’s degree in health
administration. Before joining Aldersgate, Victoria worked with adults with
special needs as a direct care professional and a residential manager in
Darlington County.
“With her industry experience and compassionate nature, Victoria is an asset
to Aldersgate,” said executive director Elaine Mathis. “She remains calm when
facing challenges and has a joyful spirit. Victoria is reliable, trustworthy and
dedicated to serving those entrusted to our care.”
In her spare time, Victoria enjoys shopping and spending time with her family
and friends. When asked about working for Aldersgate, Victoria said, “It’s not
just a job to me. We are one big happy family! The love and support Aldersgate
gives is wonderful and incomparable! I'm grateful to be a part of such an amazing and loving ministry.”
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